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Mr. Peter Tsirigotis  
Director, Sector Policies and Programs Division 
Mail Code:  D205-01 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Research Triangle Park, NC 27711  
 
Dear Mr. Tsirigotis: 
 
The Department of Energy (DOE) has reviewed the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s (EPA’s) proposed rule, “National Emission Standards for 
Hazardous Air Pollutants:  General Provisions,” published in the January 3, 
2007, Federal Register (72 FR 69).  We agree with EPA’s assessment that this 
rule will provide an incentive for major sources to reduce hazardous air 
pollutant (HAP) emissions by allowing a major source of HAPs to become an 
area source subject to less stringent requirements at any time by limiting the 
source’s potential to emit HAPs to below the major source emission 
thresholds. 
 
In its proposed rule, EPA specifically requested comments on:  (1) whether 
sources that have reduced HAP emissions below the major source thresholds 
might, when they become area sources, tend to increase their current 
emissions to a level just below the major source thresholds; and (2) sources 
that may avail themselves of the proposed approach and the additional 
emission reductions that may be achieved or increases that may occur.   

 
As a DOE example with regard to the first area, the Kansas City Plant (KCP) 
of the Department’s National Nuclear Security Administration would likely 
limit its potential to emit (PTE) under this rule and become an area source, but 
the plant would not increase emissions to just below the major source 
thresholds.  The KCP operates under an Environmental Management System 
(EMS), under which staff identifies and pursues emission reduction 
opportunities, in order to reduce environmental liability and cost.  Increasing 
emissions would run counter to EMS philosophy and goals.  In addition, we 
note that the possibility that a few excursions of the major source thresholds 
could result in an area source being re-designated to a major source would be 
an incentive for DOE sites to maintain a reasonable buffer between the PTE 
limits and the major source thresholds.   



 
DOE appreciates the opportunity to comment on the proposed rule.  If you 
have any questions concerning these comments, please contact Theodore Koss 
(<theodore.koss@eh.doe.gov>; 202-586-7964) of my staff, or Jim Tucholski 
of DOE’s Kansas City Plant (<jtucholski@kcp.com>; 816-997-3245).             
                                                              

          
Sincerely, 

    
(original signed by Andrew Lawrence) 

 
 

       Andrew C. Lawrence 
         Director 
         Office of Nuclear Safety  
           and Environment 
         Office of Health, Safety and Security 
 
 
cc:  Rick Colyer, EPA 

         Jim Tucholski, Kansas City Plan 
 

 


