
Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

March 18, 2003

EPA West (Air Docket)
U.S. EPA (MD-6102T)
Room B-108
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20460
Attention Docket ID No. OAR-2002-0059

Dear Sir or Madam:

The Department of Energy (DOE) has reviewed the Environmental Protection Agency's 
proposed rule, "National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants for Stationary
Reciprocating Internal Combustion Engines,” published in the December 19, 2002,
Federal Register (67 FR 77829).  Enclosed please find two copies of the Department’s
comment and recommendations on the proposed regulations based on our review of their
potential impacts on DOE operations and facilities. 

The Department appreciates the opportunity to comment on the proposed rule.  If there
are any questions concerning the enclosure, please contact Ted Koss of my staff 
(202 586-7964; theodore.koss@eh.doe.gov).

                                                        Sincerely,

                                                            Andy Lawrence
                                                            Director
                                                            Office of Environmental Policy and Guidance

2 Enclosures  

cc:  Sims Roy, EPA

mailto:theodore.koss@eh.doe.gov


Enclosure

Department of Energy (DOE) Comments on the Environmental Protection
Agency’s (EPA) Proposed Rule on National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air
Pollutants (NESHAP) for Stationary Reciprocating Internal Combustion Engines

(RICE) 
(Federal Register Vol. 67, No. 244, December 19, 2002)

1. Recommended clarification in the definition of “lean burn engine” in proposed 
40 CFR Part 63.6675 to provide needed differentiation among the source 
subcategories

The RICE source category is divided into 4 subcategories:  2 stroke lean burn (2SLB), 4
stroke lean burn (4SLB), 4 stroke rich burn (4SRB), and compression ignition (CI).  In 
reviewing the definitions for “two-stroke engine,” “four-stroke engine,” and “lean burn
engine” in proposed §63.6675, it appears that a CI RICE could also qualify as a 2SLB or
4SLB RICE.  The definition of rich burn engine clarifies that it only applies to spark
ignited engines; therefore a CI RICE would not be a 4SRB RICE.  

In order to eliminate the ambiguity that a CI RICE could be classified as a 2SLB or 4SLB
RICE, the “lean burn engine” definition should be changed to reflect that it should be
applicable only to spark ignited engines.  With this change, there would be a clearer
differentiation among the subcategories.  

The following change to the definition of “lean burn engine” is recommended.  Insert the
words “spark ignited” after the phrase “Lean burn engine means any two-stroke or four-
stroke” in proposed §63.6675 as follows:

Lean burn engine means any two-stroke or four-stroke spark ignited engine
where the manufacturer’s recommended operating air/fuel ratio divided by the
stoichiometric air/fuel ratio is greater than 1.1.

The proposed change is consistent with the language in the preamble to the proposed
rule, where 2SLB and 4SLB are often preceded by either of the terms “spark ignited” or
“spark ignition.”


