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PURPOSE The purpose of this memorandum is to inform Program Offices and
Field Organizations of the availability of the Departmental responses to
requests from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) for 
comments on improving the value of information submitted in Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) permit applications, and during
the conduct of select hazardous waste management activities. 

BACKGROUND On April 6, 1996, the EPA published two Information Collection Request
(ICR) notices in the Federal Register (FR) soliciting public comments on
improving the value of information submitted in response to RCRA
notification, permitting, permit modification, and hazardous waste
management facility and unit-specific requirements. The EPA also
solicited suggestions for reducing the burden imposed upon the 
regulated community by information collection and submission
requirements.  The subject notices are:

• Agency Information Collection Activities; Proposed Collection
Comment Request; Notification of Regulated Waste Activity
Under the Resource, Conservation, and Recovery Act, Part A
Hazardous Waste Permit Application and Modification, and Part
B Permit Application, Permit Modifications, and Special Permits
(61 FR 15065).

• Agency Information Collection Activities Up for Renewal;
General Hazardous Waste Facility Standards; and Hazardous
Waste Specific Unit Requirements, and Special Waste
Processes and Types (61 FR 15066). 

The Office of Environmental Policy and Assistance, RCRA/CERCLA
Division (EH-413) distributed copies of the ICRs to Program Offices and
Field Organizations on April 9, 1996.1

 



ISSUES The Departmental responses, incorporating comments from Lawrence
Livermore National Laboratory, Savannah River Operations Office, 
Grand Junction Project Office, Nevada Operations Office, and an 
internal EH-413 review, identified several Issues of concern with
respect to information requirements for RCRA permitting and waste
management activities.  These concerns included the following:

• EPA's estimates of the length of time required to prepare
notifications of regulated waste activities, RCRA permit, permit
modification, and special Permits applications appear to be too
low.

• Electronic transfers of information may expedite RCRA
permitting; however, States do not always have the resources to
implement electronic processing, and where they do, may 
require paper copies of the applications be submitted for their
records.

• For Subpart X units, additional guidance is needed with
respect 
to what constitutes adequate analysis and documentation in
Subpart X permit and permit modification applications.

FOR MORE Copies of the Departmental responses submitted to EPA are available
INFORMATION on the EH-41 Website for viewing and/or downloading at

http://www.eh.doe.gov/oepa under the RCRA heading of the "Policy &
Guidance" section. 

If you have any questions regarding the subject information collection 
requests, or the Department's responses, please contact Jerry 
Coalgate of my staff by....

calling (202) 586-6075
faxing messages to (202) 586-3915
communicating electronically, via the Internet, to
jerry.coalgate@hq.doe.gov

Thomas T. Traceski
Director, RCRA/CERCLA Division
Office of Environmental Policy and Assistance



DISTRIBUTION:  06/24/96 Gerald Parker, RW-45 Jim Lloyd, Southeastern Power Administration

Program Offices David Brine, Strategic Petroleum Reserve Project Management 

Joanna Stancil, CP-40 Bill Karsell, Western Power Administration
Betty Nolan, CP-50 N. S. Dienes, Albuquerque Operations Office Gerald Johnson, Manager, Amarillo Area Office    
Steve Lerner, CP-60 Rich Sena, Albuquerque Operations Office (AAO)
Dennis Miotla, DP-13 C. L. Soden, Albuquerque Operations Office George Gartrell, Miamisburg Area Office (MB)
Richard Hahn, DP-22 Debbie Miller, Albuquerque Operations Office David Gurule, Manager, Kansas City Area Office  (KCAO)
Daniel Rhoades, DP-24 Sally Arnold, Batavia Area Office Kathleen Carlson, Manager, Kirtland Area Office (KAO)
Bill Barker, DP-30 Gail Penny, Brookhaven Area Office Jerry Bellows, Acting Manager, Los Alamos Area Office (LAAO)
Ken Ferlic, DP-31 D.J. Cook, Central Training Academy, AL Richard Glass, Manager, Pinellas Area Office (PAO)
Roger Snyder, DP-32 M. Flannigan, Chicago Operations Office Milton Johnson, Princeton Area Office
Henry Garson, DP-45 Joel Haugen, Chicago Operations Office James Lampley, Manager, Grand Junction Projects Office 
O.J. Lawrence, EE-64 Jack Craig, Fernald Area Office (FN) Phillip Hill, Livermore Site Office (LSO)
Joe Fitzgerald, EH-5 Jerry Lyle, Idaho Operations Office George Dials, Waste Isolation Pilot Plant Project Office 
Paul Seligman, EH-6 Gerald Bowman, Idaho Operations Office     (WIPP-AL)
Mike Whitaker, EH-9 Donald MacDonald, Idaho Operations Office Beth Bennington, WIPP Project Office (WIPP-AL)
Pat Worthington, EH-22 Lisa Green, Idaho Operations Office A. R. Chernoff, Jr., Project Manager, Uranium Mill Tailings 
C. Rick Jones, EH-52 Walt Sato, Idaho Operations Office Remedial Action Project Office 
Sharon Root, EH-72 Donald Rasch, Idaho Operations Office Wendy Dixon, Yucca Mountain Project Office
Jim Disbrow, EI-533 Kathy Izell, Nevada Operations Office Jeff Baker, NREL, Golden Office
Richard Guimond, EM-2 Don Elle, Nevada Operations Office Jim Doskocil, SSCPO
Randal Scott, EM-3 Joe Fiore, Nevada Operations Office Ward Best, Ashtabula Area Office (AB)
John Tseng, EM-4 Steve Mellington, Nevada Operations Office
Nick Delaplane, EM-13 Terry Vaeth, Nevada Operations Office cc:  Other Organizations
Jim Werner, EM-24 Robert Dempsey, Oak Ridge Operations Office
Suzanne Rudzinski, EM-24 Peter Gross, Oak Ridge Operations Office National Low-Level Waste Management Program, EG&G Idaho
Steve Cowan, EM-30 Robert Poe, Oak Ridge Operations Office Hazardous Waste Remedial Action Program, (HAZWRAP)
Jay Rhoderick, EM-35 Rodney Nelson, Oak Ridge Operations Office Remedial Action Program Information Center
Jim Antizzo, EM-36 L.K. Price, Oak Ridge Operations Office Center for Environmental Management Information                          
Jim Owendoff, EM-40 Larry Radcliff, Oak Ridge Operations Office
Jim Fiore, EM-42 Suzy Riddle, Oak Ridge Operations Office
Bill Wisenbaker, EM-43 Robert Sleeman, Oak Ridge Operations Office
Sally Robison, EM-44 Sue Smiley, Ohio Field Office (OH)
Ralph Lightner, EM-45 Don Alexander, Richland Operations Office
John Ahlquist, EM-46 J. Rasmussen, Richland Operations Office
Kelvin Kelkenberg, EM-47 Gerald Bell, Richland Operations Office
Clyde Frank, EM-50 Rudy Guercia, Richland Operations Office
Tom Evans, EM-533 Bob Holt, Richland Operations Office
Jill Lytle, EM-60 R.D. Freeberg, Richland Operations Office
Barry Clark, EM-62 Frazier Lockhart, Rocky Flats Office
Ellen Livingston-Behan, EM-70 David Brockman, Rocky Flats Office
Randy Kaltreider, EM-72 Jessie Roberson, Rocky Flats Office
Martha Crosland, EM-75 Keith Klein, Rocky Flats Office
Kent Hancock, EM-77 E. Ballard, Oakland Operations Office
A.G. Joseph, ER-7 Jim Davis, Oakland Operations Office
John Yates, ER-7 Dave Osugi, Oakland Operations Office
Charles Billups, ER-8 Joe Juetten, Oakland Operations Office
Albert Evans, ER-13 Roger Liddle, Oakland Operations Office
Sat Goel, ER-14 Thomas Heenan, Savannah River Operations Office
David Goodwin, ER-20 Tom Treger, Savannah River Operations Office
Omer Goktepe, ER-22 A.B.Gould, Savannah River Operations Office
Joseph McGrory, ER-23 Lenard Sjostrom, Savannah Operations Office
Steven Rossi, ER-54 M.G. O'Rear, Savannah River Operations Office
James Carney, ER-65 E.A. Matthews, West Valley Area Office (WV)
Roland Hirsch, ER-73 Rob Waldman, Alaska Power Administration
Craig Zamuda, FE-6 Alex Crawley, Bartlesville Project Office
Phoebe Hamill, FE-222 Thomas Wesson, Bartlesville Project Office
N. L. Johnson, FE-33 Alexandra Smith, Bonneville Power Administration, AJ
R.D. Furiga, FE-40 Thru:  BPA, RM 8G033
Hal Delaplane, FE-421 Dan McCollum, Morgantown Energy Technology Center
Mark Matarrese, FE-64 Joseph Martin, Morgantown Energy Technology Ctr Jim
Max Clausen, FM-10 Killen, Naval Petroleum Reserves in California
William Dennison, GC-51 D. Miles, Naval Petroleum Reserves in Wyoming,   
Tom Evans, HR-2 Utah, & Colorado, Casper, WY
Raj Sharma, NE-20 Melvin Keller, Pittsburgh Energy Technology Center
Janie Benton, NE-40 Earl Shollenberger, Pittsburgh Naval Reactors Office, 
Robert Gisch, NE-60    Thru: NE-60
Jim Fairobent, NN-61 Andrew Seepo, Schenectady Naval Reactors Office, 
David Moses, PO-62         Thru: NE-60
Steve Brocoum, RW-22
Dwight Shelor, RW-40

Rodney Adelman, PML [8G-027] Don Hayes, Southwestern Power Administration

Field Offices Office



The Deputy Secretary of Energy
Washington, DC 20585

May 30, 1996

RCRA Docket Information Center
Office of Solid Waste (5305W)
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Headquarters
401 M Street, S.W.
Washington, DC   20460

Docket Number F-96-GFIP-FFFFF

Dear Sir or Madame:

Re: 61 FR 15066, "Agency Information Collection Activities up for Renewal;  General
Hazardous Waste Facility Standards; and Hazardous Waste Specific Unit Requirements,
and Special Waste Processes and Types"

On April 4, 1996, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) published the subject Federal Register (FR)
Notice announcing that the Agency is planning to submit two continuing Information Collection Requests
(ICRs) to the Office of Management and Budget (OMB):  (1) ICR to allow collection of data for General
Hazardous Waste Facility Standards [EPA ICR #1571 (OMB number 2050-0120)]; and (2) ICR to allow
collection of data for Hazardous Waste Specific Unit Requirements and Special Waste Processes and Types
[EPA ICR #1572 (OMB number 2050-0050)].  In this FR Notice, EPA asked for information and comments
concerning the operating records that must be maintained by hazardous waste treatment, storage and disposal
(TSD) facilities in response to these two ICRs.

The Department of Energy (DOE) appreciates the opportunity to raise concerns and provide input in response    
to the April 4, 1996, FR Notice.  The enclosed comments refer to estimates presented and topics covered  
by the Notice, and are provided for EPA's consideration in evaluating options for reducing the burden and
increasing the usefulness of the information collected in TSD facility operating records.  These comments
combine the viewpoints and concerns identified by Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory (LLNL) and
DOE's  Savannah River Operations, Nevada Operations, and  Grand Junction Project Offices.

For clarity, each comment is preceded by a reference to the part of the Notice to which it applies.

Sincerely,

Raymond F. Pelletier
Director
Office of Environmental Policy and Assistance

Enclosure
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY
COMMENTS ON NOTICE OF AGENCY INFORMATION COLLECTION ACTIVITIES

FEDERAL REGISTER NOTICE (61 FR 15066; April 4, 1996)

1. p. 15067, col. 2 -- EPA requests comments on how the burden of ICRs on those who must
respond might be minimized.  Suggested possibilities were listed, including use of appropriate
automated electronic, mechanical or other technological collection techniques.

While DOE believes electronic information transfers using the Internet or electronic mail may
have the potential to expedite and centralize certain aspects of RCRA record-keeping and data
collection, the Department also believes it would be impractical at this time to mandate that ICR
responses be filed electronically.  Even making such electronic filings optional may not reduce the
burden of ICRs on respondents.  It is DOE's experience that many state regulatory agencies do not
have the equipment necessary to accommodate electronic filings.  Furthermore, such agencies
seldom have funding in today's economic environment for obtaining new equipment. 

2. p. 15067, col. 2 -- EPA requests comments on whether the proposed collection of
information is necessary for the proper performance of the functions of the Agency.

DOE believes that the information included in both ICRs covered by this EPA notice is necessary
and appropriate, given EPA's regulatory responsibilities as assigned by RCRA.  The ICRs serve as
a formal means of documenting TSD facility activities.

3. p. 15067, col. 3 -- EPA states that its estimate of the cost burden on respondents to the
ICRs covered by this notice are based on average hourly respondent labor cost
(including overhead) of $86.00 for legal staff, $65.42 for managerial staff, $42.82 for
technical staff, and $22.40 for clerical staff.

EPA's projected hourly labor cost seems reasonable compared to the fully burdened labor rates
used for estimation purposes by DOE's  Grand Junction Project Office.  However, DOE notes that
in other geographic locations, labor costs may be much higher, especially for legal services.


