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Requirements for Satellite 
Accumulation Areas 

 
BACKGROUND:  Regulations implementing the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) 
include standards for generators of hazardous waste. With respect to on-site storage, these regulations 
originally made no distinction between the initial accumulation of hazardous waste at various points of 
generation (i.e., “satellite” accumulation) and storage at locations where hazardous waste is consolidated 
for on-site management or transportation off-site (i.e., “90-day” or “180-day” storage). The U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) amended the hazardous waste generator regulations on 
December 20, 1984 (49 FR 49568), to allow generators to accumulate hazardous waste in satellite areas 
as long as certain conditions are met.  
STATUTE:  

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976 (RCRA), as amended, 42 U.S.C. § 6922.  
REGULATION: 

40 CFR 262.34, “Accumulation Time,” subsection (c). 
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March 17, 2004. [http://yosemite.epa.gov/osw/rcra.nsf/search1?OpenForm (search for “14703) 
(accessed December 28, 2005)] 

2. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, “Effects of RCRA LDR Regulations on Mixed Waste 
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What is a satellite accumulation area? 
A satellite accumulation area is a storage location at or 
near any point of generation where hazardous wastes 
initially accumulate, which is under the control of the 
operator of the process generating the waste [40 CFR 
262.34(c)(1)]. Wastes stored in these areas are subject 
to regulatory requirements that are less stringent than 
requirements applicable to: 
• permitted storage facilities [40 CFR 264]; 
• interim status storage facilities [40 CFR 265]; 
• 90-day storage areas [for large quantity 

generators (LQGs), who generate  

1,000 kilograms per month (kg/mo) or more of 
hazardous waste] [40 CFR 262.34(a)]; or  

• 180-day storage areas [for small quantity 
generators (SQGs), who generate at least 100 but 
less than 1,000 kg/mo of hazardous waste] 
[40 CFR 262.34(d)]. 

 
Can SQGs as well as LQGs establish satellite 
accumulation areas? 
Yes. Both LQGs and SQGs may take advantage of the 
reduced regulatory requirements applicable to satellite 
accumulation areas. 
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What Federal regulatory requirements apply 
to satellite accumulation areas? 
 
Federal regulatory requirements applicable to satellite 
accumulation areas specify that up to 55 gallons of 
non-acutely hazardous waste or one quart of acutely 
hazardous waste may accumulate and be stored in a 
satellite area. [Acutely hazardous wastes are wastes 
listed in 40 CFR 261.31 with the Hazard Code “H” 
and P-listed hazardous wastes identified in 40 CFR 
261.33(e).] These wastes may be stored in satellite 
accumulation areas indefinitely without a RCRA 
permit or interim status, if the following provisions on 
container use, management, and labeling are met: 
 
• The wastes must be placed in containers that are in 

good condition as provided in 40 CFR 265.171. If 
a container holding hazardous waste begins to 
leak, the waste must either be transferred to a 
container that is in good condition or be managed 
in some other manner in accordance with RCRA 
requirements [40 CFR 262.34(c)(1)(i)]. 

• The wastes must be compatible with their 
containers as required by 40 CFR 265.172, which 
states that containers storing hazardous waste must 
be made of, or lined with, materials that will not 
react with and are otherwise compatible with the 
hazardous waste being stored, so that the ability of 
the containers to contain the wastes is not impaired 
[40 CFR 262.34(c)(1)(i)]. 

• The containers holding the waste must be 
managed in accordance with 40 CFR 265.173(a). 
These regulations state that a container holding 
hazardous waste must always be closed during 
storage, except when it is necessary to add or 
remove waste [40 CFR 262.34(c)(1)(i)]. 

• Containers in satellite accumulation areas must be 
marked with the words “Hazardous Waste” or 
with other words that identify the contents of the 
containers [40 CFR 262.34(c)(1)(ii)]. 

 
Except for the last item, the provisions listed above 
each require compliance with a regulatory section 
located in 40 CFR 265, Subpart I, “Use and 
Management of Containers,” that also applies to 
90-day and 180-day storage areas. 
 
What requirements in 40 CFR 265, Subpart I, 
do not apply to containers in satellite 
accumulation areas? 
 
The container management standards in 40 CFR 265, 
Subpart I that do not apply to containers in satellite 

accumulation areas are listed below (Ref. 1). However, 
because States are allowed to have requirements that 
are more stringent than the Federal RCRA 
requirements, generators should check with regulatory 
personnel in their State to verify applicability. For 
example, some States may require weekly inspections.  
 
• Handling to avoid 

ruptures and leaks 
40 CFR 265.173(b) 

• Weekly inspections 40 CFR 265.174 
• Special requirements for 

ignitable or reactive 
wastes 

40 CFR 265.176 

• Special requirements for 
incompatible wastes 

40 CFR 265.177 

• Air emission standards in 
40 CFR 265, Subparts 
AA, BB, and CC 

40 CFR 265.178 

 
Must a satellite accumulation area be located 
within a certain distance of or within the same 
structure as the process generating the 
waste?  
 
The provisions of 40 CFR 262.34(c) do not require 
that a satellite accumulation area be within a certain 
distance of or within the same structure as the process 
generating the waste. However, the regulation does 
require that a satellite accumulation area be “at or near 
the point of generation where wastes initially 
accumulate” and “under the control of the operator of 
the process generating the waste” [40 CFR 
262.34(c)(1)]. Some regulatory agencies have 
interpreted this provision to mean that satellite 
accumulation areas must be within the same structure 
as the process generating the waste. Generators should 
check with authorized State regulatory agencies to 
determine how this provision is being interpreted in 
their State. 
 
Are there requirements for the type, size, or 
number of containers used to store wastes; 
the types of wastes stored; the time that 
wastes may be stored; or the labeling, 
marking, or designation of satellite 
accumulation areas? 
 
EPA did not specify the type, size, or number of 
containers that may be used to accumulate waste in a 
satellite area. A container storing waste in a satellite 
area may be “any portable device in which a material 
is stored, transported, treated, disposed of, or 
otherwise handled” as defined in 40 CFR 260.10. 
While generators are not limited with respect to the 
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number or size of containers in a satellite 
accumulation area, they are responsible for ensuring 
that the waste quantity limitations specified in the 
regulation (i.e., 55 gallons of non-acutely hazardous 
waste or one quart of acutely-hazardous waste) are not 
exceeded, and that each container is labeled in 
accordance with 40 CFR. 262.34(c)(1)(ii) (Ref. 1). 
 
EPA did not put any restrictions on the types of waste 
that may be stored in satellite areas or on the amount 
of time that wastes may be stored in these areas. 
Notwithstanding, good management practices dictate 
that incompatible wastes should be stored separately 
(Ref. 1). 
 
The Federal satellite accumulation provisions do not 
require that satellite accumulation areas be labeled, 
marked, or otherwise designated as satellite 
accumulation areas. However, because States are 
allowed to have requirements that are more stringent 
than the Federal RCRA requirements, generators 
should check with regulatory personnel in their State 
to verify that satellite accumulation areas need not be 
designated in any manner. 
 
Can a generator exceed the 55-gallon or 
one-quart limits when several waste streams 
are accumulated in a satellite area? 
 
No. The quantity limits apply to the total quantity of 
hazardous waste accumulated at a satellite area. No 
more than 55 gallons of non-acutely hazardous waste 
or one quart of acutely hazardous waste may be 
accumulated in a single satellite area (49 FR 49568, 
December 20, 1984; Ref. 1). 
 
What must a generator do when more than 55 
gallons of non-acutely hazardous waste or 
more than one quart of acutely hazardous 
waste accumulates in a satellite area? 
 
Within 3 consecutive days, the amount of non-acutely 
hazardous waste in excess of 55 gallons or acutely 
hazardous waste in excess of one quart must be moved 
to a 90-day storage area (for LQGs) [40 CFR 
262.34(a)], a 180-day storage area (for SQGs) 
[40 CFR 262.34(d)] or a permitted or interim status 
hazardous waste management unit (Ref. 1). During the 
period when excess wastes are stored in a satellite 
accumulation area, the generator must continue to 
comply with the requirements applicable to satellite 
accumulation areas described above. In addition, the 
container(s) holding the excess accumulation of 
hazardous waste must be marked with the date the 
excess amount began accumulating [40 CFR 

262.34(c)(2)]. Once wastes are moved to a 90-day 
storage area, a 180-day storage area, or a permitted or 
interim status hazardous waste management unit, the 
generator is subject to the regulatory requirements 
applicable to these areas or units. 
 
If hazardous waste is moved from a satellite 
accumulation area to a 90-day or 180-day 
central storage area, when does the 90-day or 
180-day period during which a generator may 
accumulate waste on-site without a permit or 
interim status begin? 
 
The 90-day or 180-day period begins on the date that 
the waste is moved from the satellite accumulation 
area to the 90-day or 180-day storage area. Therefore, 
on that day, the generator needs to date the container 
again, and begin managing the waste in accordance 
with the requirements of 40 CFR 262.34(a) (for LQGs) 
or 40 CFR 262.34(d) (for SQGs). This means that an 
LQG has a total of up to 93 days and an SQG has a 
total up to 183 days of on-site accumulation time for 
the excess beyond 55 gallons of hazardous waste (or 1 
quart of acutely hazardous waste) before storage of the 
wastes become subject to RCRA permitting 
requirements. These on-site accumulation times 
include up to three days in the satellite accumulation 
area followed by up to 90 or 180 days in the central 
storage area (Ref. 1). 
 
How many satellite accumulation areas may 
be located at a facility? 
 
EPA did not limit the number of satellite accumulation 
areas that may be located at a generator’s site or the 
total amount of waste that may be accumulated when 
more than one satellite accumulation area is located at 
the generator’s site (Ref. 1). EPA has stated, however, 
that a generator who attempts to use the satellite 
accumulation provision to circumvent regulatory 
responsibilities (e.g., storing hazardous waste in 55-
gallon drums spaced 5 feet apart around the perimeter 
of the facility and designating each drum as a satellite 
accumulation area) would not be in compliance with 
the regulations (49 FR 49569; December 20, 1984). 
 
If a facility has multiple satellite accumulation 
areas, can hazardous wastes be moved from 
one to another? 
 
No. If a waste leaves a satellite accumulation area, it 
must be destined for a 90-day storage area, a 180-day 
storage area, or a permitted or interim status hazardous 
waste management unit (Ref. 1). 



Should waste in satellite accumulation areas 
be counted in determining whether a 
hazardous waste generator is a conditionally 
exempt small quantity generator (CESQG) or 
an SQG? 
 
Yes. All of the hazardous waste that is generated at the 
generator’s site must be included in calculations to 
determine generator status. CESQGs (generators of 
less than 100 kg/mo of non-acutely hazardous waste or 
1 kg/mo of acutely hazardous waste) are exempt from 
requirements under 40 CFR 262, including the satellite 
accumulation provisions [40 CFR 261.5]. SQGs 
(generators of 100-1,000 kg/mo of hazardous waste) 
are not exempt from the 40 CFR 262 requirements. 
 
How do the prohibitions on the storage of 
restricted wastes in 40 CFR 268.50 apply to 
wastes accumulated and stored in satellite 
accumulation areas? 
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The storage of hazardous wastes restricted from land 
disposal is prohibited unless the wastes are stored 
solely for the purpose of accumulating a sufficient 
quantity to facilitate proper recovery, treatment, or 
disposal [40 CFR 268.50(a)]. Hazardous waste not 
stored for this purpose must be treated before storage 
to meet the applicable land disposal restrictions (LDR) 
treatment standards specified in 40 CFR 268, unless a 
variance has been granted for these wastes. This 
prohibition applies to all hazardous waste stored at the 
generator’s site [unless the generator is a CESQG (40 
CFR 268.1(e)(1))].  
 
For the purpose of the LDR storage prohibition, EPA 
does not consider wastes accumulated in satellite areas 
to be “stored.” For these wastes, storage does not 
begin until the wastes are removed to a central 
accumulation area, such as a 90-day storage area, a 
180-day storage area, or a permitted or interim status 
hazardous waste management unit (Ref. 4). Hence, the 
LDR storage prohibition does not apply to hazardous 
wastes accumulated in satellite areas. Similarly, some 
authorized State regulatory agencies have agreed that 
small (less than 55 gallons) quantities of mixed wastes 
stored in satellite accumulation areas are not subject to 
the LDR program (Ref. 2, sec. 2.3, p. 2-2). Generators 
should check with State regulatory agency personnel 
to determine how the LDR storage prohibition is being 
applied to satellite accumulation areas in their State. 

Are there RCRA training requirements 
applicable to personnel working in satellite 
accumulation areas? 
 
There are no specific training requirements for 
personnel working in or near satellite accumulation 
areas. However, SQG waste management personnel 
must be trained in accordance with the requirements of 
40 CFR 262.34(d)(5). LQGs are required by the 
provisions of 40 CFR 262.34(a)(4) to train waste 
management personnel in accordance with the 
personnel training requirements of 40 CFR 265.16. 
However, if the LQG is a permitted treatment, storage, 
or disposal facility, waste management personnel must 
be trained in accordance with the requirements of 
40 CFR 264.16. 
 
 

EH-43 Information Briefs are based on 
established Federal environmental 
regulatory requirements, policies, and 
guidance.  These documents do not 
institute new DOE policy or address 
issues requiring DOE policy decisions.  
Please refer any questions concerning the 
subject material covered in this 
Information Brief to:  
 
Bill Fortune 
Office of Pollution Prevention and Resource 
 Conservation Policy and Guidance (EH-43) 
U.S. Department of Energy 
1000 Independence Ave., SW 
Washington, D.C. 20585 
Phone: (202) 586-7302 
william.fortune@eh.doe.gov 
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