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May 5, 1995

Mission Established – Secretary of Energy (O’Leary)

September 26, 1995

Oak Ridge Operations tasked with establishing the 
Business Center for Precious Metals Sales and Recovery 
Program

October 19, 1995

Oak Ridge Operations directed Lockheed Martin Energy 
Systems  to act as the business agent for the DOE.

History
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To recover U.S. DOE precious metals from 
contaminated and non-contaminated scrap and 
excess equipment and make this metal available to 
DOE and its prime contractors at no cost.

To sell DOE excess precious metals and return 
proceeds to the US Treasury.

Maintain a central tracking system for DOE-owned 
precious metals managed by the Business Center.

Our Mission
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Program Data
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Electronic Media Results:

Volume $$ Recov.
(pounds) Cost $$ Value

• October 2008 10,500 14,350 $33,700

• May 2009 3,500

• July 2009 3,100 8,880 9,400

• November 2009 3,400                (not reconciled)

(all values approximate)
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http://www.y12.doe.gov/missions/pmetal/
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Process Flow
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Business Center provides precious metals to 
DOE contractors
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Issues and challenges

• 2000 Secretary of Energy moratorium

• Insufficient precious metals for all DOE requirements

• Participation for the return of excess scrap–precious 
metals
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Successes

• Exchange of one 
precious metal for 
another

• Destruction of B&W Y-12 
electronic media

• 2009 Precious Metals 
Conference
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Path forward

• Pursue destruction of electronic media for 
NNSA sites and possibly all DOE contractors

• Pursue moratorium exception to reclaim/recycle 
precious metals

• Develop disposition path for excess precious 
metals obtained from weapons dismantlement
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Contacts

Becky G. Eddy

National Nuclear Security 
Administration

865-576-4119

Eddybg@yso.doe.gov

Terri H. Hall

B&W Y-12

865-574-0068

Hallth@y12.doe.gov

http://www.y12.doe.gov/missions/pmetal/
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DISCLAIMER

This work of authorship and those incorporated herein were prepared by Contractor as accounts of work sponsored by an agency of the 
United States Government. Neither the United States Government nor any agency thereof, nor Contractor, nor any of their employees, 
makes any warranty, express or implied, or assumes any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, use made, or 
usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed, or represents that its use would not infringe privately owned rights. 
Reference herein to any specific commercial product, process, or service by trade name, trademark, manufacturer, or otherwise, does not 
necessarily constitute or imply its endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by the United States Government or any agency or Contractor 
thereof. The views and opinions of authors expressed herein do not necessarily state or reflect those of the United States Government or 
any agency or Contractor thereof. 

COPYRIGHT NOTICE

This document has been authored by a subcontractor of the U.S. Government under contract DE-AC05-00OR-22800. Accordingly, the U.S. 
Government retains a paid-up, nonexclusive, irrevocable, worldwide license to publish or reproduce the published form of this contribution, 
prepare derivative works, distribute copies to the public, and perform publicly and display publicly, or allow others to do so, for U. S. 
Government purposes. 




